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SJSU plans to require vaccination
By Bryanna Bartlett
NEWS EDITOR

The California State University (CSU) system,
including San Jose State, announced its intent to
require students, faculty and staff to be fully
vaccinated for the coronavirus upon their
Fall 2021 return to the 23 campuses in a Thursday
news release.
Michael Uhlenkamp, senior director of CSU public
affairs, said the requirement depends on whether the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approves
one or more COVID-19 vaccines before the start of the
Fall 2021 semester.
This development reverses an April 8 CSU news

release that stated the university system wouldn’t be
requiring the vaccine.
Uhlenkamp said the April 8 announcement stemmed
from political and legal liabilities because the vaccines
aren’t fully FDA approved yet, but there’s growing
possibility that one or more will be approved by fall.
The Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson vaccines
are currently authorized for emergency use and haven’t
undergone the same type of review as a cleared product,
according to the FDA Emergency Authorization Use
fact sheet.
FDA
emergency
use
authorizations
are
issued when there are no adequate, approved and
available alternatives.

We have always reserved the ability to
review and change our guidance based
on new information. We wanted to
take the opportunity to announce our
intentions early so that students and
employees have ample time to receive
a COVID-19 vaccination.

VACCINE | Page 2

Michael Uhlenkamp
senior director of CSU public aﬀairs

AAPI rally unites marginalized groups
By Madilynne Medina
STAFF WRITER

Bay Area advocates and community members gathered at
Cesar Chavez Plaza in San Jose on Sunday to call for stronger
allyship between marginalized communities and to protest
the recent violence against members of the Asian American
and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community.
More than 200 protesters attended the “Stop Asian Hate
Community Rally” where they listened to guest speakers,
marched a half-mile around Downtown San Jose and
participated in an open mic.
“This is not just an AAPI issue, this is a United States of
America issue and we are just happy the media decided to
give us a little shine and have us use it to promote everybody
else,” Adam Juratovac, an organizer, said during the rally.
RALLY | Page 2

When will I be able to visit my
grandparents and focus on their joy
and the quality time we spend together
instead of my relief that they have not
been physically assaulted?
MADILYNNE MEDINA | SPARTAN DAILY

James Huang
Archbishop Mitty High School junior

Protesters gather around a rally speaker on the stage of Plaza de Cesar Chavez in Downtown San Jose Sunday.

HONORING THOSE WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

TUESDAY, MAY 4TH, FROM 5-6:30 PM

Zoom: bit.ly/leadershipgala

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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“We have always reserved the ability to review and
change our guidance based on new information,”
Uhlenkamp said in an email. “We wanted to take the
opportunity to announce our intentions early so that
students and employees have ample time to receive a
COVID-19 vaccination.”
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and the FDA halted supplies of the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine on April 13 after six women
ages 18-48 experienced a rare complication of blood clots
a few weeks after they received the vaccine.

To require it on a level where people
can’t attend these classes, even though
they’re required for you to graduate, it’s
not fair. [Students] will have to give in
to getting a vaccine that they probably
didn’t want.
Aisha Williams
environmental science senior

Aisha Williams, an environmental science senior, said
even if the vaccines become FDA approved, requiring
them violates “free will” because the vaccines are
politically controversial and lack long-term data.
“If [the CSU and SJSU] require it on a level where
people can’t attend these classes, even though they’re
required for you to graduate, it’s not fair,” Williams said
in a phone call. “[Students] will have to give in to getting
a vaccine that they probably didn’t want.”
Aviation junior Victor Magallanes said it should
be common sense by now that the vaccines are the
fastest way to curb the pandemic and gain a “sense
of normalcy.”
“You get a lot of people out there saying they want
to get back to normal, but at the same time they say
they don’t want to get the vaccine,” Magallanes said in a
phone interview.
Magallanes said he received his first dose of

the Pfizer vaccine on April 21 and hopes the
COVID-19 immunization requirement will get the
SJSU community back on campus.
Uhlenkamp said the CSU does not currently
have a method to confirm vaccination records of
students, faculty and staff and therefore the vaccine
requirement is part of a “still-to-be developed policy”
moving forward.
Uhlenkamp said the chancellor’s office will be
sharing a COVID-19 immunization policy, which is
currently in development, with the California State
Student Association (CSSA), the CSU Academic Senate
and various staff and faculty unions to “negotiate”
the requirement.
The CSSA is a student-led organization that strives to
improve the education of CSU students by advocating
for their needs and promoting engagement in the
CSU, state and federal higher education policymaking,
according to its website.
SJSU President Mary Papazian stated in a Thursday
campuswide email the CSU system will finalize
the COVID-19 immunization policy before it
implements any changes to the system’s existing
immunization requirements.
CSU students, faculty and staff are already
required to have immunizations including measles,
Hepatitis B, chickenpox and tuberculosis, according to
the CSU Immunization Policy webpage.
It also recommends but doesn’t require immunization
and screenings for Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, HPV,
Influenza, Meningitis B and polio, according to the
same webpage.
The University of California (UC) system also
announced its intent to require vaccinations in a
Thursday news release.
CSU Chancellor Joseph Castro stated in the
UC news release that together, the CSU and UC enroll
and employ more than one million students and
employees across 33 major university campuses. He
said together they create the most “comprehensive and
consequential” university plan for vaccines in the U.S.
As of April 15, all California residents 16 and older
are vaccine eligible, according to an April 15 state
government news release.
Williams said although she’s been vaccine eligible
for two months, the COVID-19 vaccines shouldn’t be
“held at our necks.”
“I’ve just been waiting it out, seeing how folks around
me are feeling because I’m not wanting to get vaccines,”
Williams said. “I haven’t even gotten the flu shot or the

IN BRIEF

 The California University system,
including San Jose State, intends
to require students, faculty and
staﬀ to be fully vaccinated for the
coronavirus upon returning to
campus in Fall 2021.
 The vaccination requirement
depends on if the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration fully approves
one or more COVID-19 vaccines
before next semester begins.
 A COVID-19 immunization policy
is in development by the CSU Oﬃce
of the Chancellor and will be shared
with the California State Student
Association, the CSU Academic
Senate and various staﬀ and faculty
unions for feedback.
INFOGRAPHIC BY BRYANNA BARTLETT

others. [As for COVID-19], I’m still trying to get more
research on it until I do get it.”
Uhlenkamp said the CSU intends for most classes and
activities to be in person for fall, but campus repopulation
procedures will vary.
Papazian stated in the Thursday email that SJSU is still
finalizing its plans to repopulate for next semester but
will continue to “prioritize the health and safety of our
campus community.”

Follow Bryanna on Twitter
@brybartlett
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“That’s what we want. This is not
about us, it’s about everybody.”
Juratovac
organized
the
first “Stop Asian Hate Rally”
on March 21 at San Jose City
Hall, which had more than
500
attendees.
Juratovac’s
advocacy work has also gained
attention from his TikTok account
with more than 400,000 followers.
At the beginning of the
pandemic, Juratovac’s initial
goals were to provide legal
help for unemployed individuals,
but he eventually used his
platform to advocate for AAPI
communities and promote
community engagement.
Juratovac said the March 21
rally was organized in only four
days, with “47 pieces of content”
through TikTok and Instagram
created in that time frame.
He explained the first rally
was so successful because many
supporters were upset about the
increasing hate crimes targeted at
Asian Americans in the country,
especially in the Bay Area.
“It was a hard week for the
nation,” Juratovac said in an
interview after Sunday’s rally.
More than 3,795 hate crimes
against members of the AAPI
community were reported from
March 19, 2020 to Feb. 28, 2021,
according to the Stop AAPI Hate
reporting center.
The reporting center, launched
at San Francisco State, allows
AAPI individuals to self-report
incidents of hate, discrimination,
violence and harassment.
Juratovac said the purpose
of Sunday’s rally was to unite
different communities and stand
against Asian hate and other
forms of discrimination in various
marginalized groups.
Guest speakers at the rally
also shared stories of issues
surrounding sexual abuse and
discrimination
within
the
LGBTQ community.
“Then what is even more
ingrained with you externally,
outwardly with other people, is
the stories you share,” Juratovac
said. “We gotta talk about the
good and the bad, especially
because we know everyone can
be better.”
Attendees were encouraged to
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Local activists and protesters march west along Santa Clara Street toward Discovery Meadow park in Downtown San Jose Sunday.

wear black to “promote solidarity
to survivors and victims of these
[anti-Asian] acts of hate.”
Ashlyn So, a 13-year-old rally
speaker from San Mateo, said
although she’s young, speaking
at the rally was important to her.
“I’m really shy and I usually
don’t like speaking up in front
of so many people,” So said in an
interview after the rally. “But I
put that aside because this is more
important. It’s not even about
me, it’s about all these survivors
and showing support for the
Asian community.”
She hoped speaking at the
rally will encourage other young
people to speak out against
AAPI hate.
“It’s all about passing the mic
and empowering others to speak
up, especially for the youth,”
So said.
James Huang, an Archbishop
Mitty High School junior and
San Jose native, was another
young speaker at the rally who
voiced concerns that echoed
across the AAPI community.
“When will I be able to visit
my grandparents and focus
on their joy and the quality
time we spend together instead

of my relief that they have not
been physically assaulted?”
Huang asked.
According to the Stop AAPI
Hate National Report from
March 19, 2020 to Feb. 28 2021,
about 45% of anti-Asian hate
crimes reported to the center have
occurred in California.

That is our history.
All of the folks that
are doing the work
now – what is it that
they’re demanding
again and again
and again? Dignity.
Respect. Humanity.
Betty Duong
Santa Clara County’s interim
division supervisor for the division
of equity and social justice

The site also states the numbers
are likely underrepresented
because the incidents are
self-reported.

“The number of hate incidents
reported to our center represent
only a fraction of the number
of hate incidents that actually
occur, but it does show how
vulnerable Asian Americans are
to discrimination and the types
of discrimination they face,” the
site stated.
Betty Duong, interim division
supervisor for the division of
equity and social justice for Santa
Clara County, said the mysterious
burning of San Jose’s historic
Chinatown in 1887 is an example
of the long history of anti-Asian
crimes in the area.
“That is our history,” Duong
said in an interview after the
rally. “All of the folks that are
doing the work now – what is
it that they’re demanding again
and again and again? Dignity.
Respect. Humanity.”
QR codes were passed out
during the rally to promote
Asian businesses that were
destroyed during anti-Asian
motivated crimes.
Duong said it’s critical for
community members to get
involved and voice their concerns.
“Decisions are being made for
us, about us, without us,” Duong

said. “Neighborhood associations,
city
councils,
commission
meetings and the county board of
supervisors. These are the spaces
where decisions are being made
and we need to be there.”
Nguyen echoed the call for
activists to get involved in political
avenues to create change.
“Talk is cheap to me,” Nguyen
said. “I’ve been part of too many
of these events where after the
rally is done, people leave there is
no action that follows.”
He said there are “too little
people in the fight” and he
wants to see the community take
more action.
“We have one chance in our lives
to do something meaningful and
change the course of not just our
community but all communities,”
Nguyen said. “If you don’t take
that opportunity, you don’t want
to look back 10 years from now
wondering if you could have
done something.”

Follow Madilynne on Twitter
@madilynneee
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Participation awards set kids up to fail
Jacqueline
Vela
STAFF WRITER

When trophies are handed out to kids
just because they participate in an event,
they learn the bare minimum is acceptable.
Little leagues, city teams and volunteer
events often award participation trophies,
but handing out awards regardless of the
amount of work each child puts into the
event can hinder him or her from a
young age.
The definition of a trophy is “something
gained or given in victory or conquest
especially when preserved or mounted as a
memorial,” according to Merriam-Webster.
The literal definition describes an award
as something gained in a victory, something
kids can’t comprehend if they’re taught they

automatically get a prize just for
participating.
They’re getting rewarded for mediocrity,
so are we creating a generation of
inadequate kids?
“Participation trophies don’t adequately
prepare children to face the challenges
and disappointments of our harsh world,”
according to a Feb. 22, 2019 article by Big
Think, a website that discusses life lessons.
“The result is an entire generation of
enfeebled adults who are unable to function
or achieve.”
Along with giving kids the wrong
impression of how life will treat them, it also
sets them up for failure because they’ll never
learn what hard work means. It can also
leave them feeling entitled and lack a sense
of self-awareness.
“It artificially raises pseudo-self esteem.
The trophy actually takes away the
motivation to improve . . . it keeps kids
from feeling frustration and experiencing
failure,” according to an August 2015 blog
published on Character Development and
Leadership, a website for evidencebased education
methods.

Failure and hardships are good for
character development, no matter how
unpleasant the moment might seem.
Adversity helps kids build a thicker
skin that’s needed to ease the world’s
harsh realities.
Everything kids experience shapes them
into who they’ll be as adults, so just handing
out rewards is counterproductive.
Sure, the argument can be made that
participation trophies are beneficial.
“The best defense of participation
trophies is the evidence in child psychology
that reveals the overwhelming benefits
of positive reinforcement, especially in
younger children,” according to K2 Awards,
America’s No. 1 trophy website. However,
that is not enough to outweigh how it
ultimately hinders children.
Participation trophies let children
imagine unrealistic life expectations and
allows them to believe a false sense of reality
where they win in every competition, when
that’s not the case.
“If there is one overriding perception
of the
millennial
generation,
it’s that these
young
people

Everything kids
experience shapes
them into who
they’ll be as adults,
so just handing
out rewards is
counterproductive.
have great – and sometimes
outlandish – expectations,” according to
an Oct. 21, 2008 Wall Street Journal article.
“Employers realize the millennials are their
future workforce, but they are concerned
about this generation’s desire to shape their
jobs to fit their lives rather than adapt their
lives to the workplace.”
Participation trophies affect how kids
perceive the world. Instead of hindering
your child, be truthful if they’re not the best
at a particular sport or activity.
Follow Jacqueline on Twitter
@Jacqueline_v20
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Anime’s portrayal of female characters distorts reality
Jamie Bennett
STAFF WRITER

Anime is a growing
trend in pop culture and
has rapidly changed from a
hidden hobby to a socially
accepted form of media in
the U.S.
I’ve watched anime for
nearly 10 years now and I’ve
observed the normalization
of anime in American
society first hand.
Despite the rise of
anime in Western markets,
the industry still designs
women with bugged-out
eyes and exaggerated body
proportions.
Some anime rely on
characters depicted with
large breasts to attract male
viewers, the genre’s main
demographic in Japan. This
style choice is referred to as
“fan service,” a trope riddled
throughout the industry,
according to a 2017 Manga
Tokyo article.
Fan service usually entails
shots of female underwear,
beach episodes to show
female characters in bikinis,
gratuitous nudity and sexual
innuendos.
An example of fan
service can be seen in one of
Japan’s most popular anime
“One Piece,” a comic and
animated series in which
the main character wants to
become Pirate King.
The series marketed
toward kids and teens ages
9-15 has sold nearly

500 million copies,
according to
comicbook.com, almost
surpassing sales of Dr. Seuss
and J.K. Rowling literature.
In a March 22, 2016
Kotaku article, “One Piece”
creator Eiichiro Oda was
asked how he drew women
in his comic.
“The women’s proportions
are three circles and one X,”
Oda said. “Please think and
draw this way.”
In the same interview,
Oda said when drawing in
such a style, aspiring manga
artists should be ready to
receive criticism.
While some argue the
proportions of women in
“One Piece” are warranted
because of the show’s
wacky characters, I
completely disagree.
Male characters in the
anime have diverse designs
and proportions while the
majority of women look
pretty much the same with
tiny waists and large breasts.
There are exceptions
such as Big Mom, one of the
main antagonists, but the
trend still persists.
Female characters in
“One Piece” often find
themselves with suggestively
placed rips in their clothing
after a big fight.
In a story mostly
marketed toward children, I
don’t see the need for

ILLUSTRATION BY AUDREY TSENG

Male characters in the
anime have diverse designs
and proportions while the
majority of women look
pretty much the same with
tiny waists and
large breasts.
such obvious fan service.
The objectification of
female characters in anime
not only makes women feel

uncomfortable but can also
lead men and women to set
extremely high standards for
their partners.

On the forum
cosplay.com, user
Keiichi-san replied to a post
that asked if anime gave
them high standards in
regards to the opposite sex.
“I’ve noticed this more
and more as I get older and
get further into the whole
dating/relationships area of
my life,” Keiichi-san said.
“It seems like watching
anime for the past 11 years
has put my standards
somewhat out of whack
both in regards to what
I expect in appearance
and in personality/
mannerisms.”

As more people, especially
children, delve into the
world of anime, the effects
that Keiichi-san described
would spread only making
the objectification of women
worse as expectations on
female bodies climb to
ungodly heights.
Fan service in anime
should be a concern for the
American public if we want
to stop objectifying women.

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter
@spartandaily
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Black culture’s fashion influence
By Isalia Gallo
COPY EDITOR

Black leather jackets, Nike Air
Jordans and denim are just some
of the biggest fashion trends that
originated from Black culture
and have influenced modern
fashion in the U.S.
In fact, many may be naively
surprised that the music
they’re listening to and the
fashion trends they’re following
historically derive from African
American influence.
“It’s very interesting because
[there’s] a lot of people that
actually do blackfishing,” said
SJSU alumna and freelance
model Cameo Walker. “I see
that’s a common theme where
people will take things from
Black culture, but they never
want to say it came from Black
people or they’ll rebrand it as
something, like, they’ll give it a
different name [like when] Kim
Kardashian puts on cornrows
and calls it ‘box braids’.”
Blackfishing is a term used to
define someone who pretends
to be Black or alters their
appearance to look ethnically
Black, Walker said.
Blue denim fabric was a staple
of Black youth fashion during
the civil rights movement in
the ’60s.
Young Black activists such as
Martin Luther King Jr. were often
seen wearing blue jeans and were
viewed as “thugs’’ and “rebels,”
according to a December 2020
Smithsonian Magazine article.
Today, blue jeans have been
whitewashed in mainstream
fashion with thousands of
people on social media platforms
including TikTok, Twitter and
Instagram referring to them as
“trendy” and “fashionable.”
Still,
there’s
a
double

ILLUSTRATION BY DAISHA SHERMAN

standard when it comes to how
Black people and white people
are treated when they wear
similar outfits, said Dr. Travis
Boyce, SJSU associate professor
and department chair for African
American studies.
“So, when we look at dress
codes . . . like going to a nightclub
where ball caps and sneakers are
not allowed,” Boyce said. “You
see also some double standards
where white males wear ball caps
and sneakers, but they’re admitted
into [nightclubs easily].”
These labels and stereotypes
were apparent in the case of
17-year-old Trayvon Martin,
who was fatally shot and killed
by George Zimmerman on
Feb. 26, 2012.
Zimmerman claimed he acted
in self-defense because Martin
looked “suspicious” wearing a
dark gray hoodie, according to a
March 24, 2012 NPR article.

I think it’s undeniable
how modern fashion
has been influenced
by Black culture. If
you look back, baggy
clothes, the things
rappers wear, even
just the things that
the Black culture is
about [have] become a
part of popular culture
today.
Kadence Sky Walker
political science junior

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Boyce said casual fashion is
evolving into a mainstream look,
but there are still important
symbolic elements when it comes
to who is dressed in the outfit,
like in Martin’s case.
“The same thing [with] the
politics of the hoodie with
Trayvon Martin, that plays into
some of this stuff,” Boyce said. “I
think these things matter. It’s a
comfortable thing to wear [and]
it looks nice too, but also there’s a
symbolic element of the hoodies
as well.”
Martin’s case sparked a
“hoodie movement” in which
multiple celebrities including
basketball players LeBron James
and Dwyane Wade wore team
hoodies in pregame warmups to
express solidarity with Martin’s
family, according to the same
NPR article.
Today, supermodels such
as Gigi Hadid and Kendall

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Jenner, as well as social media
influencers like Charlie D’Amelio
and Addison Rae, follow trends
like wearing baggy jeans, head
scarfs, hoop earrings and
sneakers. They have influenced
American youth to also follow
these trends.
“I think it’s undeniable how
modern fashion has been
influenced by Black culture,”
said political science junior
Kadence Sky Walker. “If you look
back, baggy clothes, the things
rappers wear, even just the things
that the Black culture is about
[have] become a part of popular
culture today.”
Sky Walker said Black people
used to be disregarded and
ridiculed for their physical
features, but now we see those
same features being glorified.
“Even now we see Black
culture is heavily influencing,
even in places like Asia,”
Sky Walker said. “With popular
culture, we can see a lot of like
Asian rappers playing [into this
trend] who reference heavily
[with things like] Jordan
[sneakers] and Black culture
here today.”
While
Black
culture
continues to expand, it can be
said that Black people are not
acknowledged enough in what
went from a scrutinized image,
to popular culture.
Sky Walker said more people
should recognize the significance
of Black people’s contributions as
well as the role they have played
in creating a culture that’s so
prevalent in global society.

Follow Isalia on Twitter
@IsaliaGallo

JOKIN’
AROUND
How are false
teeth like
stars?

They come
out at night.

SOLUTIONS
SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Ale
5. Verse writers
10. Overtake
14. Rant
15. A drama set to music
16. Countertenor
17. Colored part of an eye
18. Video entertainment
20. Invigorate
22. A cowboy movie
23. Put clothing on
24. Tall and thin
25. Next-to-last
32. Chills and fever
33. Unit of weight for gems
34. Explosive
37. Taps
38. A nine-piece musical
group
39. Lion sound
40. Commercials
41. Line dance
42. Relative magnitudes
43. Compulsively
45. Scatter
49. Actress Lupino
50. Queen of the jungle?

53. Melancholy
57. Desperate
59. Cocoyam
60. Consider
61. Energize
62. Start over
63. Countercurrent
64. Secret meeting
65. Back talk
DOWN
1. French cheese
2. Acquire deservedly
3. Wicked
4. Ashes
5. Strong
6. Not closed
7. Snake-like fish
8. An old spelling of “True”
9. Rescue
10. Noodles
11. Extraterrestrial
12. It delivers babies?
13. Lad
19. A small island
21. Volumes (abbrev.)
25. Dad
26. Quaint outburst

27. Cashews and almonds
28. Graphic symbols
29. A skin disease
30. Districts
31. Make lace
34. Carry
35. Found on a finger
36. “Iliad” city
38. Wealthy person (British
slang)
39. They lay waste
41. Cringe
42. Go on horseback
44. Quiet
45. Skid
46. Clocked
47. Lassoed
48. Foe
51. Sodium chloride
52. Blend
53. Nights before
54. Bright thought
55. Contributes
56. Murmurs
58. Old World vine
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OPINION

YouTuber is entitled to boxing career

By Christopher Padilla
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

YouTube influencer Jake
Paul is a very unlikeable
person whose whole career
is built on being as annoying
as possible and being shady
while doing it, but does this
disqualify him from being a
boxer? No.
Unlike most professional
boxers, Paul got his start
fighting other YouTube
influencers, skipping the
preliminaries and gaining
fame by way of extending
his online beef into the real
world. However, do his
internet crusades disqualify
him from being a boxer?
Again, the answer is no.
If you’re in a boxing
match for money and the
fight is sanctioned by one
of boxing’s major governing
bodies, which manage pro
fights worldwide, then you
are a professional boxer by
definition.
Paul has met this criteria
three times already and has
even gone 3-0 in his fights
against fellow YouTuber
Ali Eson Gib, also known as
AnEsonGib, former NBA
player Nick Robinson and
former MMA fighter Ben
Askren, according to Paul’s
BoxRec entry, a database
of boxers.
Of course, cynics may
point out that two of his three
wins were against fighters
who aren’t known for their
boxing skills and Askren, who
went 19-2-1 before retiring
from the MMA arena in 2019
and wasn’t exactly known for
his striking ability, according
to CBS Boxing.
But at the end of the day,
they were all sanctioned and
paid professional fights.
On the other hand, if what
disqualifies Paul is being an
unlikeable and crappy person,

ILLUSTRATION BY DAISHA SHERMAN

his career would have
ended soon after it began.
According to a Nov. 2020
Insider article, Paul’s public
stunts include a laundry list
of terrible things: from being
the neighbor from hell to his
coronavirus denialism, from
scamming children to being
accused of rape – he’s just
the worst.
But if that disqualifies
him from being a pro boxer,
then many other traditional
boxers should also be
removed from the sport.
According to the Bleacher
Report, other well-known
boxers have exhibited
questionable behavior
ranging from crappy
to heinous.
For instance, Floyd
Mayweather was a domestic

PHOTO EDITOR
SANDRA SANTOS-CRUZ
COPY EDITORS
HAILEY FARGO
ISALIA GALLO
REBECCA LEE
SAVANNAH NATIVIDAD
ALAN BAEZ
KAH MUN CHIA

ABOUT
The Spartan Daily serves as
San Jose State’s top news
source and was named the
best student newspaper
in the state. New issues
are published Tuesday
through Thursday during
the academic year with the
website updated daily.
The Spartan Daily is written
and published by San
Jose State students as an
expression of their First
Amendment rights.
Reader feedback may
be submitted as letters
to the editor or online
comments.

EDITORIAL STAFF
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
ERICA LIZARRAGO
MANAGING EDITOR
OLIVIA GERBER
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
SAMANTHA HERRERA
NEWS EDITOR
BRYANNA BARTLETT
ASST. NEWS EDITOR
STEPHANIE LAM
A&E EDITOR
FELIX OLIVEROS
OPINION EDITOR
LAURA FIELDS
SPORTS EDITOR
ALEXANDRA SHEZIFI
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR
KATHRYN HOEDT

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
YAMI SUN
YANN LAPNET
BLUE NGUYEN
GRAPHICS EDITORS
NICK YBARRA
HANZ PACHECO
LINDSAY VILLAMOR
PAULA PIVA
AUDREY TSENG
YUE XIN
BIANCA RADER
RYAN JOHNSON
DAISHA SHERMAN

If you’re in a boxing match
for money and the fight
is sanctioned by one of
boxing’s major governing
bodies, which manage pro
fights worldwide, then you
are a professional boxer
by definition.
abuser and allegedly had one
of his employees kidnapped.
Ike Ibeabuchi kidnapped
his then-girlfriend’s
15-year-old son and
remained in the pro boxing
circuit. He was only
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in a November 2020 Insider
article. He also brought up
how YouTubers such as
Paul bring new life to the
sport, often bringing their
20 million subscribers with
them as a new audience
and helping the sport stay
competitive with the UFC,
boxing’s MMA counterpart.
Paul might be repugnant,
but it looks like he’s here to
stay and he’s got as much as
a right as anyone to do so. If
a side effect of his presence
is that the world of boxing
stays alive, so be it – at least
until there’s a real reason to
remove him from the ring.
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removed after he assaulted
a woman and was sent to
prison as a result.
And of course, who can
forget Mike Tyson, who
famously bit off a piece
of Evander Holyfield’s ear

during a fight and is also a
convicted rapist who went to
federal prison for three years.
Unfortunately, being a bad
person doesn’t disqualify one
from being a boxer and in
this case, Paul fits perfectly.
At the end of the day, it’s
the numbers that matter.
Paul is a professional
boxer because he boxes
professionally, as redundant
as that sounds. Not to
mention, he’s also valuable to
the industry.
Tyson, who still holds
some sway and respect in the
industry, said as much in a
post-event press conference
after Paul’s bout
with Robinson.
“Boxing owes these
guys – YouTube Boxers –
some respect,” Tyson said
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Columns are the opinion of
individual writers and not
that of the Spartan Daily.
Editorials reflect the majority
opinion of the Editorial
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student editors.

– send a letter to the editor –
Letters to the Editor may be placed in the letters to the editor
box in the Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209 or
emailed to spartandaily@gmail.com to the attention of the Spartan
Daily Opinion Editor.
Letters to the Editor must contain the author’s name, year and
major. Letters become property of the Spartan Daily and may be
edited for clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only letters of 300
words or less will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass
Communication or SJSU. The Spartan Daily is a public forum.
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